
Bible Prayers to use from the Old Testament 
(excluding Psalms) 

 

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 

1984 by Biblica, Inc ™. Used by permission of Biblica, Inc ™. All rights reserved worldwide. 

“NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc ™. 

Use bookmarks to navigate this PDF 

 

 
Exodus 15:1-6 & 11-13 

Majestic in Power 
I will sing to the LORD, 
for he is highly exalted. 
The horse and its rider 
he has hurled into the sea. 
The LORD is my strength and my song; 
he has become my salvation. 
He is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
The LORD is a warrior; 
the LORD is his name. 
Pharaoh’s chariots and his army 
he has hurled into the sea. 
The best of Pharaoh’s officers 
are drowned in the Red Sea. 
The deep waters have covered them; 
they sank to the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O LORD, 
was majestic in power. 
Your right hand, O LORD, 
shattered the enemy. 
 
Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? 
Who is like you— 
majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glory, 
working wonders? 
You stretched out your right hand 
and the earth swallowed them. 
In your unfailing love you will lead 
the people you have redeemed. 
In your strength you will guide them 
to your holy dwelling. 
 
      



 
Exodus 33:12b, 13 & 18 

Teach and Show Me 
You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favour with me.’ If you are pleased with me, 
teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favour with you. Now show me your 
glory. 
 
      
Numbers 6:24-26 

The LORD Bless You (Doxology) 
The LORD bless you 
and keep you; 
the LORD make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face towards you 
and give you peace. 
      
 
Deuteronomy 32:3-4 

Praise God’s Name 
I will proclaim the name of the LORD. 
Oh, praise the greatness of our God! 
He is the Rock, his works are perfect, 
and all his ways are just. 
A faithful God who does no wrong, 
upright and just is he. 
 
      
1 Samuel 2:1-2 

The Unique Lord 
My heart rejoices in the LORD; 
in the LORD my horn is lifted high. 
My mouth boasts over my enemies, 
for I delight in your deliverance. 
There is no-one holy like the LORD; 
there is no-one besides you; 
there is no Rock like our God. 
      
 
1 Samuel 3:9 

Speak, LORD 
Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening 
 
      
1 Chronicles 4:10 

Keep Me 
Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from 
harm so that I will be free from pain. 
 
 
      



1 Chronicles 16:25-29a 

Great is the LORD 
For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 
he is to be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are idols, 
but the LORD made the heavens. 
Splendour and majesty are before him; 
strength and joy in his dwelling-place. 
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, 
ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his name. 
 
 
1 Chronicles 16:34-36 

God is Good (Doxoloy) 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures for ever. 
Save us, O God our Saviour; 
gather us and deliver us from the nations, 
that we may give thanks to your holy name, 
that we may glory in your praise. 
Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
1 Chronicles 29:10-14 

The Lord of All Things 
Praise be to you, O LORD, 
God of our father Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. 
Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power 
and the glory and the majesty and the splendour, 
for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; 
you are exalted as head over all. 
Wealth and honour come from you; 
you are the ruler of all things. 
In your hands are strength and power 
to exalt and give strength to all. 
Now, our God, we give you thanks, 
and praise your glorious name. 
But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 
 
      
Nehemiah 1:5-7 & 10-11 

Confession 
O LORD, God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those 
who love him and obey his commands, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the 
prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I 



confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s house, have committed against you. 
We have acted very wickedly towards you. 
They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your 
mighty hand. O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of 
your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today 
 
      
Job 1:21 

Sovereignty Praised 
Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
and naked I shall depart. 
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 
may the name of the LORD be praised. 
 
      
Isaiah 12 

The LORD is My Song 
I will praise you, O LORD. 
Although you were angry with me, 
your anger has turned away 
and you have comforted me. 
Surely God is my salvation; 
I will trust and not be afraid. 
The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; 
he has become my salvation. 
With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. 
In that day you will say: 
Give thanks to the LORD, call on his 
name; 
make known among the nations what he has done, 
and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 
let this be known to all the world. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 
      
 
Isaiah 26:8-9 

Waiting 
Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws, 
we wait for you; 
your name and renown 
are the desire of our hearts. 
My soul yearns for you in the night; 
in the morning my spirit longs for you. 
When your judgments come upon the earth, 
the people of the world learn righteousness. 
 
 
 



Isaiah 33:2 

Strength (Doxology) 
O LORD, be gracious to us; we long for you. 
Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of distress. 
 
Isaiah 64:1-2 

Come Down 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,  
that the mountains would tremble before you!  
As when fire sets twigs ablaze  
and causes water to boil,  
come down to make your name known to your enemies  
and cause the nations to quake before you! 
 
  
Jeremiah 10:6-7 

No-One is Like You 
No-one is like you, O LORD; 
you are great, 
and your name is mighty in power. 
Who should not revere you, 
O King of the nations? 
This is your due. 
Among all the wise men of the nations 
and in all their kingdoms, 
there is no-one like you. 
      
 
Jeremiah 10:23-24 

Correct Me 
I know, O LORD, that a man’s life is not his own; 
it is not for man to direct his steps. 
Correct me, LORD, but only with justice—not in your anger, 
lest you reduce me to nothing. 
 
      
Jeremiah 32:17-19 

Great and Powerful God 
Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and 
outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. You show love to thousands but bring the 
punishment for the fathers’ sins into the laps of their children after them. O great and powerful God, 
whose name is the LORD Almighty, great are your purposes and mighty are your deeds. Your eyes 
are open to all the ways of men; you reward everyone according to his conduct and as his deeds 
deserve. 
      
 
Daniel 4:34-35 

Eternal Dominion 
His dominion is an eternal dominion; 
his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
All the peoples of the earth 



are regarded as nothing. 
He does as he pleases 
with the powers of heaven 
and the peoples of the earth. 
No-one can hold back his hand 
or say to him: “What have you done?” 
 
      
Daniel 9:4-5 & 15-19 

Forgive, O Lord 
O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and obey 
his commands, we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have 
turned away from your commands and laws. 
 
Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made for 
yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. O Lord, in keeping 
with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your 
holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made ... your people an object of scorn to all 
those around us. 
     
Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. ... Give ear, O God, and hear; open 
your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you 
because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, 
hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because … your people bear your Name. 
      
 
Jonah 2:7-9 

From the Depths 
When my life was ebbing away, 
I remembered you, LORD, 
and my prayer rose to you, 
to your holy temple. 
Those who cling to worthless idols 
forfeit the grace that could be theirs. 
But I, with a song of thanksgiving, 
will sacrifice to you. 
What I have vowed I will make good. 
Salvation comes from the LORD. 
 
      
 
Habakkuk 1:2 & 3:2 

How Long? And Renew Deeds 
How long, O LORD, must I call for help, 
but you do not listen? 
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 
but you do not save? 
 
LORD, I have heard of your fame; 
I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. 
Renew them in our day, 



in our time make them known; 
in wrath remember mercy. 
 
 
Habakkuk 3:17-19 

Yet I Will Rejoice 
Though the fig-tree does not bud 
and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen 
and no cattle in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will be joyful in God my Saviour. 
The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
he enables me to go on the heights. 
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