
Three Things 
I first came to Coley Park Baptist Church at a Harvest Festival in (I think) 2003. I only went along to 

keep my wife company as she was looking for a new church to go to with our children (or at least what 

I thought!) 

I recall walking into a rather drab building with a lino floor and little by way of decoration, thinking 

‘surely this is not a church’! But I remember three things that stood out then and have always 

remained with me.  

1) Everyone seemed so welcoming and genuinely interested in you. When I lost my job a few 

months later the way people prayed for me and cared for me at a very difficult time has stayed with 

me for ever. 

2) The singing was wonderful. Everyone sang enthusiastically with meaning and understanding. This 

was so infectious, I was uplifted by such worship.  

3) The chap at the front of the service was not in a dog collar! He used words that I could 

understand. The Bible was explained and I think I realised this little book actually was very relevant in 

my life. Also I had never seen a preacher use felt board with felt men to tell a story! 

 

After this I found myself coming to Coley Park off and on until I was looking forward to being there week-in week-out!     

If I were to pin down the moment that I became a Christian, then it would be in the summer of 2004 at Coley. It was the first communion service I attended 

here. Richard Webb handed me the plate with small portions of bread on it and, instead of letting it go past, I took and partook in the act of worship. Whether 

I should have taken the bread that day or was ready at that stage I don’t know, but I remember thinking deep down from that moment in time that my life 

would never be the same again! I realised then that Jesus had not only looked after me before I recognised it, but more importantly that he died for me and 

forgiven all my sins.  

Since then, Coley Park Baptist Church became part of my life. I was baptised and became a member in 2006, then a couple of years later I joined the leadership 

which I am still part of today. 

There have been ups and downs during this time, though far more ups than downs. It would be difficult to say what the main highlights are for me, as there 

have been so many. I will mention the building conversion in 2009, after which our little church building was no longer drab and uninviting, but has been a joy 

to be at ever since. More importantly are the many people I have met. Folk come from so many different backgrounds, ages, and races. They form one true 

church family united by three things: the love of the Lord, love for each other and love for the community around us! 

Roger Jones  


