
Genesis, and Science 
fiction or fact? (2b): 
Evolution & the Bible



Tim Keller
“Belief in evolution can be 
compatible with a belief in an 
historical fall and a literal 
Adam and Eve.”





Genesis and Science
(Recap)



NATURE
Psalm 19v1 "the 

heavens declare the 
glory of God"

SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 19v7 "the law of 
the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul,... giving 
joy to the heart“
Aim ‘how one goes to 
heaven, not how the 
heavens go’
Though true about science







Genesis and Big Bang



UNDERSTANDING:
 In six 24 hour days (& young earth) 

& science wrong
 OR: Science right & Gap OR Framework Theory??



Understanding 
Genesis 1-3

compared to evolution



What is 

evolution?

Natural selection.

Survival of the fittest.

Genes mutating.4 billion 

years ago

200,000 years ago



OWN “KINDS”



Genesis 1v11  Then GOD SAID, “LET the land produce vegetation: seed-
bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, 
according to their various kinds. AND IT WAS SO. ” 

1v24 And GOD SAID, “Let the land produce living creatures according 
to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and 
wild animals, each according to its kind.” AND IT WAS SO. 

GOD SAID … AND IT WAS SO
“ACCORDING TO THEIR KINDS”



OWN “KINDS”



Genesis 1v26
God created man
in his own image,

in the image of God
he created him;
male and female
he created them.

ADAM & EVE MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE



OWN “KINDS”

D
E
A
T
H

S
I
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“IT WAS [ALL] VERY GOOD”

N. T. TEXTS



Romans 5v12 & 14 sin entered the world through one man, 
and death through sin, …. death reigned from the time of 
Adam

1 Corinthians 15v21,22; v45,47  since death came through a 
man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive.

… it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being” 
[Gen 2v7]; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. …. The first 
man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from 
heaven. 

N.T. ON ADAM, JESUS & (HUMAN) DEATH



“The first 
man Adam 
… was of 
the dust”

1 Cor. 15
v45 & 47 

KELLER & STOTT: APES TO ADAM

“sin entered the world through one 
man, and death through sin”

Rom. 5v12

Maybe Homo sapiens to special hominid in 
God’s image & then this & sin transferred to 

all other living hominids too (Kidner)



KELLER & STOTT: APES TO ADAM

“Sometimes I believe in in as many a 
six impossible things before breakfast”



OWN “KINDS”

D
E
A
T
H

S
I
N

“IT WAS [ALL] VERY GOOD”

“THERE WAS EVENING, AND THERE WAS MORNING”
FIRST DAY, SECOND, ETC



Exodus 20v9-11
Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. 
On it you shall not do any work, … for in six days the 
Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
made it holy.

Matthew 19v4
[Jesus said,] “Haven’t you read, …“that at the 
beginning [Gen 1v1] the Creator ‘made them male 
and female’ [Gen. 1v27]” ”

TEXTS ON “IN 6 DAYS”





Evolution - Science 
fiction or fact? 



Evidence for 

evolution

1) Experiment generating life

2) See today in mutations

3) See in fossil record

4) Have ape-man bones
4 billion 

years ago

200,000 years ago



THE BIG BIRTH
“Abiogenesis”

the spontaneous generation 
of life from non-living 

matter



BUT:
 Chemicals missing 

& added
 If worked proves? …
 Need creator!

1953



“I shall not be surprised if within the 
next few years, chemists report that 
they have successfully midwifed a 
new origin of life in the laboratory.
nevertheless it has not happened yet
…. although it did happen once”

Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 2006, p165

 NB Dawkins ASSUMES happened
 Who is the “faith-head” believing 

without evidence?
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Charles Darwin said, “If it 
can be demonstrated that 
any complex organ existed, 

which could not possibly have 
been formed by numerous 

successive slight 
modifications, my theory 

would absolutely break down.”



OWN “KINDS”



Macro-evolution
Species change to other species

No
Micro-evolution
Changes within species

Yes



Fruit fly mutations – short life cycle



Bacteria study by Grasse (1976)

One generation = 30 minutes

Studied 3.5M years mutations









We’ve found 

an ape-man 

skull



Australopithecus
Lucy (early 1970s)

BUT extinct ape!





Why evolution 

is science 

fiction



Evolution (Naturalism) 
– What does it give? 



“But then with me the horrid doubt always arises whether 
the convictions of man's mind, which has been developed 
from the mind of the lower animals, are of any value or at 
all trustworthy. Would any one trust in the convictions of a 
monkey's mind, if there are any convictions in such a 
mind?”

Letter, July 3, 1881
The Life & Letters of Charles Darwin, 1:315-6, 1887 





THINKING BASIS

We are made in God’s image 
(Genesis 1v26)

to “think God’s thoughts after him.”

God made our reason in accordance with a 
design plan aimed at truth

Alvin Plantinga, Christian Philosopher



“In a universe of blind physical forces and
genetic replication, some people are going
to get hurt, other people are going to get
lucky, and you won’t find any rhyme or
reason in it, nor any justice. The universe
we observe had precisely the properties
we should expect if there is, at bottom,
no design, no purpose, no evil and no good,
nothing but blind pitiless indifference.”

Richard Dawkins, River Out Of Eden; 
A Darwinian View of Life, p.132, 1995
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“Man’s fate is like that of the animals; 
the same fate awaits them both: As one 
dies, so dies the other. All have the 
same breath; man has no advantage 
over the animal. Everything is 
meaningless.”        Ecclesiastes 3v19





Genesis 1v26-28 We are made in God’s image
To glorify & enjoy God 

“I go to … my joy & my delight, I will praise … O God, my God” Ps 43v4

by:

Relating to him
Righteous for him
Ruling under him
 In relationships & 

responsibilities





“You shall 
not steal.”



“Deliver us 
from evil”



“In a universe of blind physical forces and
genetic replication, some people are going
to get hurt, other people are going to get
lucky, and you won’t find any rhyme or
reason in it, nor any justice.

Richard Dawkins, River Out Of Eden; 
A Darwinian View of Life, p.132, 1995
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“Righteous are you, O Lord,
and your laws are right.” Psalm 119v137

Universal & unchanging morals given by
universal, unchanging, good ruler

So “Deliver us from evil”
& “God will bring to judgment both the 

righteous and the wicked”  Ecclesiastes 3v17



THE CREATOR
all things were created by [Christ] and for him. 
RULER
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy.
RESCUER
For God was pleased to have all his fulness dwell in 
him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Colossians 1v15-20

CHRIST THE CREATOR, 
RESCUER & RULER:



Genesis 1v26-28 We are made in God’s image
To glorify & enjoy God 

by:

Relating to him
Righteous for him
Ruling under him
 In relationships & 

responsibilities



put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak 
truthfully to his neighbour, for we are all members of one 
body. 
“In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while 
you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. 
He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must 
work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he 
may have something to share with those in need.
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 

but only what is helpful for building others up according to 
their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

Ephesians 4v25-29 on Relationships & Responsibilities



Genesis and Science –
Some 

recommendations
& conclusions



Recommend book



 To our children: don’t put our head in the sand –
teach Genesis & Science

 To other Christians: seek truth in love
 To non-Christians: come to God the creator 

through Christ the rescuer; 
then follow him as ruler, & seek the truth from 
God’s Word about the Big Bang & Evolution



“I believe in Christianity 

as I believe that the sun 

has risen. Not only 

because I see it, but 

because by it I see 

everything else.”

C.S Lewis


