
Genesis, and Science 
fiction or fact (1): 
The Big Bang & the 
age of the universe



Off putting?
Or not an issue?

How understand the Bible?

Today: see to balance explanation, 
adoration & application



Genesis and Science



NATURE
Psalm 19v1 "the 

heavens declare the 
glory of God"

"May the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock 

and my Redeemer."   Psalm 19v14

SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 19v7 "the law of 
the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul,... 
giving joy to the heart"







Aristotle’s Universe

Bible says the same?

Ecclesiastes 1v5
The sun rises and the sun sets,
and hurries back to where it rises.

Psalm 104v5
He set the earth on its 
foundations; 
it can never be moved.



Enter Copernicus & Galileo (1564–1642)



No final conflict when both understood correctly

NATURE SCRIPTURE 

Bible says:
Ecclesiastes 1v5
The sun rises and the sun sets,
and hurries back to where it rises.

Psalm 104v5
He set the earth on its foundations; 
it can never be moved. = STABLE

= CORRECT AS WE SEE IT



I would say here 
something that was 
heard from an ecclesiastic 
of the most eminent 
degree: "That the 
intention of the Holy 
Spirit is to teach us how 
one goes to heaven, not 
how the heavens go."



Understanding 
Genesis 1



Genesis 1v3-5

And God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 
God saw that the light was good,
and he separated the light from 
the darkness. 
God called the light “day”, and the 
darkness he called “night”.
And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the first day.



Genesis 1v5

God called the light “day”, and the 
darkness he called “night”.
And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the first day.

Genesis 2v4b
When the [lit. in the day] Lord God 
made the earth and the heavens.

.



And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the first day.



Day Age Theory





Gap(s) theory



Framework theory



Abraham 
c.2,000BC

Adam
c.4,000BC

Some 
gaps?
6,000+ 
years





Options?



Understanding 
Genesis 1:

HEART RESPONSES





GOD IS GREAT & GOOD:
The heavens declare the glory of God   Psalm 19v1

How many are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom you made them all Psalm 104v25

the earth is full of his unfailing love   Psalm 33v5

His lightning lights up the world; …
The heavens proclaim his righteousness    Psalm 97v4 & 6

RESPONSE:
Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the 
world revere him. For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm.

May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord,
even as we put our hope in you. Psalm 33v8,9 & 22

I will sing to the Lord all my life    Psalm 104v33



Understanding 
Science



God spreads out the northern 

skies over empty space; 

he suspends the earth over 

nothing.    Job 26:7b

Isaiah 40:22a



Samuel Morse

Morse code

The Wright Brothers

Aircraft

Great scientists have been Christians



SCIENTIFIC AGE OF THE UNIVERSE

About 14 billion years based on:
 Fossil records
 Radiometric dating
 Stars age / time takes to get here

186,282 miles per second (299 792 km/s)

 Mathematical model
 Assumptions such as time  constant & 

chemical decay constants





God asks:

“Where were you when I laid

the earth’s foundation?

Tell me, if you understand.”

Job 38:4



Carbon Dating



Carbon Dating

So can’t date beyond 50,000 years



Radiometric Dating

Potassium-40 -> Argon-40 
Half-life 1.3 billion years



RADIOMETRIC DATING

How long running?

Know:

1) Speed now

2) Place now

3) Need?

Where started



Volcanic eruption 
When the rock 

formed 
Date by (K-Ar)*
radiometric dating 

Mount St. Helens, 
Washington 

A.D. 1986 
Up to 2.8 million 
years old 

Mt. Ngauruhoe, 
New Zealand 

A.D. 1954 
Up to 3.5 million 
years old 

RADIOMETRIC DATES ERROR 

* K-Ar = Potassium-Argon



CONSTANTS VERSUS APPARENT AGE







Time is relative & distorted by gravity.
So light slow (long) to us & quick (short elsewhere)!

In the big bang model, light is required to travel a 
distance much greater than should be possible 

within the big bang’s own timeframe of about 14 
billion years (the “horizon problem”).





Understanding 
Science:

HEART RESPONSES





Irrational to rational??

Disorder to order??



By faith we understand that 
the universe was formed at 
God’s command, so that 
what is seen was not made 
out of what was visible.
Hebrews 11:3



“I believe in Christianity 

as I believe that the sun 

has risen. Not only 

because I see it, but 

because by it I see 

everything else.”

C.S Lewis



The Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,
the Maker of heaven and earth,
the sea, and everything in them—
the Lord, who remains faithful for ever. …
He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets prisoners free,
the Lord gives sight to the blind,
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,
the Lord loves the righteous.   Psalm 146v5-8

GOD IS THE CREATOR & REDEEMER:



Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before 
the creation of the world Ephesians 1v3-4 

God, who created all things [to the] intent that now, 
through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
realms, according to his eternal purpose which he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. Ephesians 3v9-11


