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What is 
apologetics?
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3) Demolishing unbelief

(showing its futility) 2 Cor. 10v4,5

Apologetics is
witnessing by

All Christians 
are to do 

apologetics
Apologetics 

goes with 

evangelism
With the

aim of

4) Persuading

unbelievers to 

become Christians,

by God’s grace

Acts 26v24, 28,29

2 Timothy 2v24,25
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3) Demolishing

Isn’t 

Christianity 

a crutch?
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What does your 

“crutch” do?

Can 
use 
all 3



1) Presuppostional
Commitment
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Heart: Your ultimate heart commitment:-

• for or against God (Mt. 11v30)

• worship the creator or created things (Rom. 1v25)

What are presuppositions?
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Rock: Foundation for living and all other beliefs

NB Can be acknowledged or unacknowledged



Our Presuppositional Commitment

1 Peter 3v15 

“In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord”

– be under Christ’s Lordship (his Word)

• please him; follow his Word even when what 

you say & do will be unpopular – proclaim 

he is the only Lord & Saviour 

• no neutrality – you cannot lay Bible’s 

teaching aside and be neutral in your 

apologetics 
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Apologetics is about Presuppositions

Show their rock 

is not like our 

rock & rescuer

Presuppositional

Commitment

Presuppositional

Concerns

The only Lord & 

Saviour and 

His Word

Conversion & 

Commitment

Presuppositional

Change
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In a nutshell presuppositional apologetics is:

1) Follow your presuppositions/heart commitment to 

the only Lord & Saviour and His Word

2) Address unbelievers presuppositions/foundations , 

as needed, showing their rock is not like our rock & 

rescuer

3) & they need a presuppositional/heart change



2) Presuppostional
Concerns:

A) Showing their rock is 
not like our rock & rescuer
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Rock:

The Lord & 

Saviour is the 

Rock underneath 

everything
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Rescuer:

Biblically link to 

the Lord & 

Saviour

E,g. Acts 17

v22-29->30 & 31

The Rock & Rescuer tool

Rock of Lord 

& Saviour

“in [the Son] all 

things were 

created ... He is 

before all things, 

and in him 

all things hold 

together.”

Col. 1v16-17

“in [Christ] are hidden all

the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge.”  Col. 2v3



Rock:

The Lord & 

Saviour is the 

Rock underneath 

everything
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Rescuer:

Biblically link 

to the Lord & 

Saviour

The Rock & Rescuer tool 
– reconnecting to General Revelation

Rock of Lord 

& Saviour
Reconnecting 

with 

Repressed 

(general) 

Revelation

Creator & 

sustainer

Rom 1v18-20

Ruler & judge

Rom 1v32 

& 2v14-15
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Rescuer:

Biblically link to 

the Lord & Saviour

The Rock & Rescuer tool: An Example 

Rock of Lord 

& Saviour

Human freedom?
 The Lord created us in his likeness 

with a mind, will, affections and 

strength (Gen 1v26; Mark 12v30), to 

live under his good rule. 
The mess we are in is 

because we think 

freedom is freedom to 

do whatever I want. 

Yet Jesus can set you 

free from your guilt 

and self-centeredness, 

to be led in the Lord’s 

paths of righteousness 

(John 8v31–36 & 

Ps. 23v3).

To be free is to do what is right. “I 

walk about in freedom, for I have 

sought out your precepts” (Psalm 

119v45) -

The 10 Commandments.



MORE ON THE ROCK:

Show their rock is not like our rock
Deut. 32v31a & Matthew 7v24-27

LOVINGLY EXPOSE

SAND COLLAPSES 
push them to conclusion of 

their presuppositions 

Sand of 

world’s 

wisdom

Rock of 

Lord & 

Saviour
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Show their rock is not like our rock: Human freedom?

Sand of 

world’s 

wisdom

Rock of 

Lord & 

Saviour
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Sand collapses: How can following our chemical activities, determined 

by our environment, aimed at survival of the fittest, be human freedom? 

A GOSPEL LINK: The mess we are in is because we think 

freedom is freedom to do whatever I want. Yet Jesus can set you 

free from your guilt and self-centeredness, to be led in the Lord’s 

paths of righteousness (John 8v31–36 & Ps. 23v3).



Show their rock is not like our rock
EXAMPLE 2: Toothpaste tomorrow? (Bahnsen)

LOVINGLY EXPOSE

SAND COLLAPSES 

Sand of 

world’s 

wisdom

Rock of 

Lord & 

Saviour
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SAND COLLAPSES &* Will the past be like the future in a 

chance universe, where any random event could happen?
A GOSPEL LINK: Why does the good Lord give us our life, & an 

orderly world? So that we would personally know & worship him, 

through Jesus the way, truth & life. (Acts 17v24–27, Rom, 1v25 & Jn 14v6).

The uniformity 

of nature is 

based on God 

of order who 

created & 

sustains all 
(1 Cor. 14v33 & Col. 

1v16–17)



1. Indirect, reasoning by presupposition 

(Christian Apolgetics, 2nd Edition p128ff)

2. The transcendental (foundational) argument –

Not what’s beyond reason but what is the 

foundation of the house of reason, etc

3. Reasoning or arguing from the impossibility of 

the contrary/opposite –

As the opposite of Christianity is found to be a 

futile and inconsistent foundation then Christianity 

is shown to be the answer - If Christianity is not 

true then nothing can be proved to be true

Van Til’s names for showing their rock 
is not like our rock
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http://apologus.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/van_til.jpg
http://apologus.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/van_til.jpg


1. The  two fold strategy is to show them their need, so they 

respond to the Lord & Saviour, but be person-variable:

 If becoming responsive, then no need to show their rock 

is not our rock, instead “believe on ...” (Acts 16v29-31); 

 People are often disinterested & dismissive, so this is 

about lovingly showing them their need – their despair, 

disobedience & doom; not with coldness but with care – it 

is not a game to rub people’s noses into the dirt;

 Begin with their interests (e.g. art, science, music, sport, 

love, news, etc) and drill down to presuppositions;

 Answer their concerns & questions;

 This is a two fold strategy not steps in specific order –

have a natural conversation!

2. You know all non-Christian answers are ultimately futile & 

meaningless (1 Cor. 1v19,20).

3. Remember to pray, rely on the Holy Spirit, and love people.

Show their rock is not our rock - Some NBs
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NB Whatever interests or bothers them.

Morals:

Good & evil, justice and human dignity

Meaning:

 Knowledge (e.g. limited but unified), truth, beauty, 

love, hope, longings, enjoyment/happiness, human 

personality & freedom and the purpose of life

Science:

 Scientific knowledge (including laws & uniformity 

assumed), maths/counting, rationality/reason, logic 

and diversity & unity (e.g. types of dogs)

Salvation:

How restored to God, love and joy

Key areas to explore & expose
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2) Presuppostional
Concerns:

B) Spiralling out in 
proofs & evidences
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Presuppositional proofs & evidences

Rock of Lord 

& Saviour

Spiral out in 

proofs &

evidences

Flow 

from 

NOT 

TO 

God 

exists



Truth

(about God)

Possessor

and

Suppressor

BELIEVERUNBELIEVER      
(Romans 1v18-20 & 32 )

Commentary v24-31

Give facts & their 

meaning:

• Who God is v24-28**

Certainty

v22-23, 31

The 3 Cs tool for using Proofs & Evidences from
Paul’s apologetic at Athens in Acts 17
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**e.g.

Great

One & 3

Deliverer
} unique 

• Why? Resurrection 

so  judge v31

Repentance

v30-31

Challengingly
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Presuppositional proofs & evidences

Rock of Lord 

& Saviour

Conversion & 

Commitment

Rescuer:

Biblically link 

to the Lord & 

Saviour

Reformulate 

“traditional” 

proofs & 

evidences

Spiral out in 

proofs & 

evidences:
• Certainty

• Commentary: 

Who? Why?

• Challengingly
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EXAMPLES of
Presuppositional proofs & evidences

See above:

1) Human Freedom – p.12 & 14

2) Toothpaste tomorrow (uniformity of nature) – p.15

Next:

3) Moral argument

4) Ontological argument



Have basis for morals 
“Righteous are you, O LORD, 

and your laws are right” 

(Psa. 119v137)

No basis for morals & no 

basis to fight against evil

IMPERSONAL 

CHANCE

GOOD RULER, PERSONAL 

& LOVING TRUINE GOD

Moral Argument
Key argument: people have morals; straightforward & links to gospel

AGREED MORAL VALUES e.g. robbery & abuse wrong

SOURCE OF ABSOLUTE MORAL AUTHORITY?

• Postmodern whatever &

happiness –> Sadism

• Majority –> Hitler’s Germany

• Tyranny –> Communist Russia

A GOSPEL LINK: We have offended our ruler and need to 

be restored to his good rule through Christ. 24



Frame’s reformulation of the Ontological Argument
(Christian Apologetics RTS Course p.43)

Our concept of perfection,

must exist:
OR all evaluations and 

assertions are meaningless
GOOD RULER, PERSONAL 

& LOVING TRUINE GOD

As a Christian presuppositional argument: 

An appeal to one’s “presupposition,” concept of perfection
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A GOSPEL LINK: We are very imperfect beings who

therefore fall short of pleasing and dwelling with the

gloriously perfect God. So believe that Christ has died for

our all our imperfections to bring us to God, and receive

that we are then clothed in Christ’s perfection (Rom.

3v23–26; 1 Peter 3v18).



Rock of 

Bible / Lord 

& Saviour

Spiral out in evidences Example:
The Bible is God’s Word

Harmony History Honestly (peoples mistakes)

Prophecy Personally Preservation (of text)

Savingly Sublimely Signs (miracles)
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Plus add a gospel 

link: e.g. believe 

John 3v16 OR the 

story of the Bible:

creation

corruption

Christ

consummation



Presuppostional
Apologetics 
Summary
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Show their rock 

is not like our rock

Presuppositional

Commitment

The only Lord & 

Saviour and 

His Word

Conversion & 

Commitment

Presuppositional

Concerns

Presuppositional

Change

Lovingly Expose

• Sand Collapses

• Self-Contradictions

• Stolen Capital

Defending & commending Christian 

belief and demolishing unbelief

Persuading by the 

Holy Spirit

Presuppositional Apologetics Summary

Rescuer:

Biblically link 

to the Lord & 

Saviour

Spiral out in proofs & evidences:

• Certainty

• Commentary: Who? Why?

• Challengingly


