
NT lists of (12) spiritual gifts 
(from Romans 12v3-8, 1 Cor 12-14, Eph 4v7-16 & 1 Peter 4v10-11) 

A definition of a spiritual gift: A God-given ability that is used in the power 
of the Spirit to build up the church 1 Cor 12v7 & 11. 
 
1 Cor 12v28-30 & 8-10 
Cf. 2 Cor 12v12 & 
Heb 2v3,4** 

Eph 4v11 
cf.  Eph2v20 & 3v4-6* 

Rom 12v6-8 People who have 
gift 

 

1) (SIX) SPEAKING GIFTS/ABILITIES 1 Peter 4v11 
Apostles (first) 
 

Apostles: 

- Seen Lord; foundational* 
- Church-planters / 
  missionaries 1 Cor 9:1,2 

  
Peter, Paul 
Barnabas 

Prophets (second) 
 

Prophets: 

- New truth; foundational* 

- Apply truth to a situation 

 Antioch 5 (Acts 13v1) 

 Evangelists  Philip 

Teachers (third) 
Message of wisdom 
Message of knowledge 

Pastor-teachers (ruling 
& teaching elders 1 Tim 
5v17) 

 Antioch 5 (Acts 13v1) 

Tongues (praise Acts 2:11)   Apostles 

Interpretation of tongues    

  Encouraging Barnabas 
 

2) (SIX) SERVING GIFTS/ABILITIES 1 Peter 4v11 
Miracles**   Peter 

Philip 
Healing** (also cf.  
James 5v14-16) 

  Peter, 
Paul 

Help  Serving 
Contributing to needs 
/ (practical) giving 
Mercy (compassion) 

(The 7, Acts 6v1-6) 
Barnabas, Phoebe 

Administration (pilot) Pastor-teacher (ruling & 
teaching elders) 

Leadership Elders (Ruling, 1 Tim 
5v17) / Shepherds 

Faith   Paul 

Distinguishing between 
spirits (cf. 1 John 4v1-6) 

  Peter 
Paul 

 
Other gifts: Craftsmanship (Exodus 31v1-5), music, hospitality, organisation, etc 
 

Key texts and principles on determining and using your gifts: 
 

Gifts are to build up the body as they flow through the channel of love 
1 Cor 12v7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
1 Cor 14v1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the 

gift of prophecy. 
 

We each have a different part to play in building up Christ’s body, as the Lord determines 
The body analogy – 1 Cor 12v14ff – You can’t say I’m not needed or I don’t need you - 
there’s no spare parts! – we are each given our roles by the Lord 12v18 & 12v11 
 

Know and use your gift(s) 
Romans 12v3-8  e.g. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think 

of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 

accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. … 6 We have different gifts, 

according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion 

to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach, etc 

** Mainly confirming founding 

of new covenant 


