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Characteristics of evangelistic and gospel preaching 

 

Similarities and related differences 

In one sense gospel preaching is like any other good preaching in that it involves: 

Bible –basis 

Explanation 

Illustration (including imagery and visual vocabulary) 

Application (related to life) 

In fact many of the greatest preachers were evangelistic (Wesley, Whitefield, 

Spurgeon etc) so great preaching has been evangelistic preaching. 

 

However, in another sense gospel preaching has certain emphases which 

distinguish it. So regarding the above ingredients there are differences: 

Differences in gospel preaching 

Bible – basis  May use a thematic approach as in Acts (compare Acts 

17v22-31 where Paul weaves together various OT texts 

under the theme, Know the unknown God); or may let a 

passage raise a question (e.g. Ecclesiastes) to which you 

give than gospel answer, or give the answer (e.g. text 

from Romans) to which you could add the question 

Explanation  Exposition will tend to be less detailed  

Illustration  Remains essential and may be more prominent 

Application  Focusing on conversion 
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10 essential emphases for gospel preaching 

Preach 3 E’s that are more unique to evangelistic preaching: 

1. Evangelistically 

Aiming for conversion; to bring the lost to Jesus the Saviour and Lord; soul-

winning message with soul-saving truths. Not a message with an evangelistic 

kite-tail but focusing on the gospel in all its variety and riches. 

2. Extemporaneously 

Being well prepared and speak without or with few notes, so naturally and 

freely declare the good news 

3. Expectantly 

Expecting conversions – do you expect people to be saved by the power of 

the good news of Jesus (Romans 1 v 16)? 

 

Have 7 P’s that are common to all preaching but are emphasised in gospel 

preaching: 

4. Proclaim 

Not giving a lecture, or a chat, but a herald fearlessly proclaiming with 

certainty and authority that “Thus says the Lord” 

5. Plainly 

Clear and understandable teacher to unbelievers – free from Christian jargon 

6. Persuasively 

Be an ambassador, reasoning, appealing, questioning, pleading and inviting, 

with urgency (not manipulating). 

7. Personally 

Be a pastor, speaking directly in a natural ‘conversational’ style 

8. Passionately 

Being a prophet with the fire of God and his word burning in your bones and 

heart (Jer 20 v 4) that must be proclaimed with compassion for the lost (Mark 

6 v 34) 

9. Prayerfully 

“I read myself full, write myself clear, pray myself hot, and then I let go” 

10. Powerfully 

In dependence on the Holy Spirit – 1 Thess 1v5, 1 Cor 2v1-5 & Acts 11v18 


