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Doing presuppositional apologetics overview  
 

1) Apologetics purposes (the triangle) 

 1 Peter 3v15: 

 Defending Christian belief 

 Who does? For all Christians 

 Commending belief(Phlp 1v7) 

 Pre-evangelism? Goes with evangelism 

 Demolishing unbelief (2 Cor 10v4,5) [turning the tables] 

 Persuading unbelievers to become Christians (Acts 26v2 & 

24-29) [proof is not the same as persuasion]  

by God’s grace (2 Tim 2v24,25) 

 
 

 Can use all 3: Defending, Commending & Demolishing 

 

 
 

 

 Who for? Also helps and strengthens believers (overcoming their 

unbelief) – Luke 1v3,4, Ps 73/37 & 2 Cor 10v4,5 
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2) Apologetics personally – be under Christ, love, have a 

godly walk & talk and in a community of love and worship 

 1 Peter 3v15a: Under Christ’s Lordship: 

 follow his Word 

 no neutrality 

 1 Peter 3v15b: Love – not bully, not I’m cleverer, etc; speak the 

truth in love (Eph 4v15a & 21) 

 Also speak: humbly but boldly (Eph 2v8,9 & Acts 19v8)  

 1 Peter 3v16: godly life in Christ/walk the talk 

 In community of love (Jn 13v34,35) – Schaeffer “final apologetic” 

 Not perfect but Christ’s love at work bringing radical caring 

& sharing; giving & forgiving  

 In community of church worship:  

 Teaching (1 Cor 14v24,25, Ps 73v12-17) 

 Singing (Ps 73v17 & Deut 31:19 & ch. 32). Choose some 

songs that speak about the Lord & Saviour and our 

bankruptcy without him. Some songs in this vein, whose 

memorable words and music can drive this healing sword 

into our heart, are: 

No. = No. From Praise! 

37 When lawless people thrive (Psalm 37 – Use tune 959) 

73 What blessings God bestows (Psalm 73 – Can use tune 480) 

115 Not to us be glory given (Psalm 115) 

249 King of the Universe, Lord of the Ages 

463 If Christ had not been raised from death 

628 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

667 Above the clash of creeds 

705 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (OR Kendrick’s new tune and chorus) 

723 All I Once Held Dear 

726 As the deer pants for the water 

732 Lord, be my vision 

779 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (new tune in Praise!) 

How precious, O Lord (Psalm 36v5-9):  

   Songs and Hymns of Fellowship Book 1 #177 

What good is it to gain the whole world (Living for Your glory):  

   Songs and Hymns of Fellowship Book 4 # 2119 

http://www.grahamkendrick.co.uk/images/songfiles/charts/Rock%20Of%20Ages.pdf
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3) Apologetics purposes, personally & tools for commending 

Christian belief and demolishing unbelief 

3.1) Commending Christian belief 

 What are presuppositions? 

 Heart commitment  

 for or against God (Mt 11v30) 

  worship the creator or created things (Rom 1v25) 

 Rock: foundation for living and all other beliefs 

NB Can be acknowledged or unacknowledged  

 Follow your presuppositions/heart commitments. 

 Address unbelievers presuppositions, 

 & they need a presuppositional/heart change 

 

 The Rock & Rescuer tool 

 Rock: The Lord & Saviour is the Rock underneath everything 

(Col 1v17 & 2v3) 

 Rescuer: Biblically link to the Lord & Saviour 

 

 Some examples – see 3.3 below 

 

3.2) Demolishing unbelief with the Show their rock is not like our rock 

(ESC [easy]) tool 

 
 

LOVINGLY EXPOSE: 

 SAND COLLAPSES -push them to conclusion of their presuppositions 

 SELF-CONTRADICTIONS in logic & life  

 Knowledge from STOLEN CAPITAL (presupposing Christian worldview) 

 

 Some examples – see 3.3 below 
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3.3) Examples of using the commending & demolishing apologetics tools 
 

Assuming you are speaking with an unbeliever who believes in evolutionary atheism, with a postmodern mood that is pragmatic relativism—“whatever!” 
 

AREA Commending Christian belief - The Rock & Rescuer tool Demolishing unbelief - The Show their rock 

is not like our rock (ESC [easy]) tool 

Rock: The Lord & Saviour is the Rock 

underneath everything 

Rescuer: Biblically link to the Lord & 

Saviour 

Lovingly Expose: 

 Sand Collapses  
 Self- Contradictions 
 Stolen Capital 

Human freedom? The Lord created us in his likeness with a mind, will, 

affections and strength (Gen 1v26; Mark 12v30), to 

live under his good rule.  

To be free is to do what is right. “I walk about in 

freedom, for I have sought out your precepts” 

(Psalm 119v45)  - The 10 Commandments.  

The mess we are in is because we think 

freedom is freedom to do whatever I want.  

Yet Jesus can set you free from your guilt 

and self-centeredness to be led in the 

Lord’s paths of righteousness (John 8v31–

36 & Ps. 23v3). 

How can following our chemical activities, which are 

determined by our environment, with the aim of the 

survival of the fittest, be human freedom?  

Everyone is a slave to something—wants, career, etc 

= self-contradiction. 

We recognize that boundaries are needed for 

freedom—people are not free to steal from or hurt 

me! = stolen capital.  

Toothpaste tomorrow? 

Why should toothpaste come out of the 

tube when I use it tomorrow? 

The uniformity of nature is based on God of order 

who created & sustains all (1 Cor. 14v33 & Col. 

1v16–17)  

Why does the good Lord give us our life, & 

an orderly world? 

So that we would personally know & 

worship him. 

Acknowledge this & seek him through Jesus 

the way, truth & life. (Acts 17v24–27, Rom. 

1v25 & Jn 14v6).  

Will the past be like the future in a chance universe, 

where any random event could happen?  

When unbelievers assume the uniformity of nature in 

using toothpaste & doing science, they are betraying 

that they are living on the stolen capital of the 

Christian worldview.  
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AREA Commending Christian belief - The Rock & Rescuer tool Demolishing unbelief - The Show their 

rock is not like our rock (ESC [easy]) 

tool 

Rock: The Lord & Saviour is the Rock 

underneath everything 

Rescuer: Biblically link to the Lord & 

Saviour 

Lovingly Expose: 

 Sand Collapses  

 Self- Contradictions 

 Stolen Capital 

Morals? 

Right & wrong; good & evil 

We have universal, objective rationality and 

unchanging morality based on the universal, 

unchanging, good, personal and loving triune God 

the ruler—“Righteous are you, O LORD, and your 

laws are right” (Psa. 119v137). That is moral 

absolutes come from the absolute God who has 

given us our external objective moral code (the Ten 

Commandments, Ex. 20v1–17) and our internal 

moral compass (the conscience which polices and 

judges us, Rom. 2v14–15). 

An evil act is defying God, the source of all that is 

good and just, who will finally judge all evil acts and 

then right all wrongs 

We have offended our ruler and need to be 

restored to his good rule through Christ. 

There is no rational basis for morals based on an 

impersonal universe of matter, motion, time and 

chance.  How can chemicals and our biology create 

moral obligations? How does the survival of the 

fittest generate that it is right and good to care for 

the weak, needy and oppressed (Ps. 82v3–4)? 

Plus there is no basis to fight against evil (as cannot 

call say child abuse, or the Holocaust or Pol Pot are 

morally evil and horrible). So a non-Christian is using 

the stolen capital of presupposing the Christian 

worldview in saying something is wrong & evil. 

Love? 

Why should a professor of evolution kiss 

his wife goodbye each morning? 

The basic structure and nature of reality is grounded 

in “God is love” (1 John 4v8). God the Father, Son and 

the Holy Spirit have always lived in love with one 

another (John 3v35; 14v31; 15v26 cf. Gal. 5v22), and 

he made us in his image (Gen. 1v27). 

This is love, not that we loved God (for we 

do not live in loving devotion to the King of 

love), but that God sent his Son as the one 

would turn aside his wrath, taking away 

our sins and disobedience (1 John 4v10). 

Therefore receive this love and live a life of 

loving devotion to the Lord God and 

whoever is near you (Mt. 22v37-39). 

All that is being expressed is electro-chemical 

reactions, because this has evolutionary survival 

value (in date and mate)! Is this love? 
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4) Summary so far 

 
 

5) Spiral out in presuppositional evidences 

5.1) The 4 Cs tool 

 1 Peter 3v15: 

 Defending Christian belief 

 Who does? For all Christians 
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Acts 17v16-34 – see my Principles for Apologetics from Paul at Athens 

for the Bible basis of the following (and other) principles. 

 

Romans 1v18-20 & 32: Unbeliever truth possessor and suppressor 

 

1) Certainty 

 

2) Commentary (who & why? - facts with their meaning): 

 who God is 

Great 

One & three  }  unique 

Deliverer       } 

 

 why did Jesus’ rise? Resurrection so judge 

 

3) Challengingly (a gospel link to Jesus the Lord & Saviour) 

 

4) Commonality (use general revelation & unbelievers twisted truths 

 

Example: 

 
 

5.2) Examples of evidences (proof are given at 3.3 above) 

 

a) The six-fold dilemma: Jesus is God, so God exists 

1) Jesus is Master. E.g. Mark 2v1–10 (the Lord God who forgives 
and heals); Also from John’s gospel: 5v1–18; 5v22–23; 8v58–
59; 10v30–39; 14v6–11 (claims to be God, backed by miracles, 
and the Jews recognize this so they want him killed for what 
they think is blasphemy cf. Mark 14v60–64);John 20v28 
(worshipped as God); etc. 

http://www.vantil.info/articles/Principles%20for%20apologetics%20from%20Paul%20at%20Athens.pdf
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He is not:1 
2) a myth. For other first Century historians refer to he lived (e.g. 

Jewish Josephus and Roman Tacitus) and The Gospels are 
reliable eye-witness accounts who are writing as about events 
that others knew who could have said they were unreliable 
(Luke 1v1–4 cf. Acts 26v25–26). Also see c)i; 

3) a mystic (a great religious teacher, like Buddha). For Jesus was 
a Jew and Jews did not emphasize mystical experiences to 
know the Lord, plus Jesus does not say he is just a good (moral) 
teacher—see 1) above; 

4) mistaken. For why would Jesus consistently do and say such 
amazing things, especially to Jews who know there is only one 
God (compare 1) above)? Also this is too big a claim to be a 
mistake; 

5) misleading (a liar). For Jesus taught honesty (Matt. 5v37), called 
a spade a spade (Matt. 23), and compare 4) above; or 

6) mad (compare John 10v29–31). For Jesus was not unbalanced 
but was a great and wise teacher who, for instance, taught love 
your enemies (Matt. 5v44) and the Prodigal Son (Luke 15v11–
32). 

Or the last two leave us with the trilemma (three-fold dilemma): 
Jesus is either misleading, mad or Master (bad, mad or God; liar, 
lunatic or Lord). As C. S. Lewis famously put it, “A man who was 
really a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on the level with 
the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the 
Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and 
is, the Son of God, or else a madman, or something worse. You can 
[1] shut Him up as a fool [lunatic], [2] you can spit at Him and kill 
Him as a demon [liar]; or [3] you can fall at His feet and call him 
Lord and God [Lord].”2  

 
A gospel link: Receive his forgiveness and be freed to worship and 
serve him in all of life as your Lord and God (John 8v31–36; 1 Cor. 
10v31). Another gospel link is John 20v30–31. 
 

b) Jesus’ resurrection 

As he has risen from the dead this will mean all alternative 
explanations will crumble. So knock down the alternatives to the 
resurrection: 

1) a Masquerade by Jesus (e.g. he swooned)—Deceiver; 

2) disciples Mistaken / hallucinated—Deluded; 

                                            
1 Notice that this is a form of showing their rock is not lie our rock: the foundation for Jesus’ words 

and deeds is he is the Master (Lord God), or other quicksand alternatives. 
2 C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (various editions), end of Book 2, Chapter 3; cf. Art Lindsley, C. S. 

Lewis’s Case for Christ: Insights from Reason, Imagination and Faith (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 2005), 188–97. 
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3) story Made up by disciples or the Jewish (Deceivers) and/or 
Roman authorities said the disciples stole the body (Matt. 28:1-
15—Deceivers). 

By the events: 
1) soldiers ensured that crucifixion kills (or they lost their lives); 

2) women were the first witnesses (not legally accepted); 

3) there’s no body that anybody can produce to deny Jesus is 
risen; 

4) different people see Jesus at different times and touch his body 
and eat with him; 

5) the disciples were not expecting Jesus to rise (neither did 
Jewish beliefs teach this); 

6) and the changed disciples who are willing to die for “it’s true”.3 

And pour some of the Biblical meaning into the fact of Jesus’ 
resurrection. For instance: he was appointed to be the Son of God with 
power [to save by the Holy Spirit] by his resurrection from the dead” 
(Rom. 1v4 NIV margin); “he died for our sins and rose for our justification” 

(Rom. 4v25); “[God] has set a day when he will judge the world with justice 
by the man [Jesus] he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by 
raising him from the dead” (Acts 17v30–31); and see Rom. 6 (believers 

raised now with Christ), 1 Cor. 15 (believers’ future physical 
resurrection), etc... 
 
A gospel link: follow some of the Biblical meaning above to urge, 
believe and confess Jesus is the risen Lord and Savior to be saved 
(Rom. 10v9–10). 
 

c) The Bible is God’s word 

i. Evidences (spiral out): Because the Bible is God’s word it has 
evidences for this4 

Evidences such as: 
 
Harmony: 40+ writers over 1,500+ years, yet same message 3 
Rs, Ruin, Redeemer & Re-creation. 
 
History (historical accuracy, see Luke 1v1–4): A visit to the 
British Museum gives many examples of archaeological 
corroboration of the unique historical accuracy of the Bible.5 

                                            
3 Pascal incisively says “The hypothesis that the Apostles were knaves [dishonest] is quite absurd. 

Follow it out to the end and imagine twelve men meeting after Jesus’ death and conspiring to say that 
he has risen from the dead. This means attacking all the powers that be. The human heart is singularly 
susceptible to fickleness, to change, to promises, to bribery. One of them had only to deny his story 
under these inducements, or still more because of possible imprisonments, tortures and death, and they 
would all have been lost. Follow that out.” Pensées 310 (Brunschvig / Trotter 801). 

4 Compare Westminster and 1689 Baptist Confessions 1.5 and Calvin, Institutes, 1.8. 
5 See Peter Masters, Heritage of Evidence: In the British Museum (The Wakeman Trust: London, 

2004). Contrast this with there is no archaeological evidence at all to support the huge civilizations an 
events in Latin America described in The Book of Mormon. At the heart of Mormonism is the following 
so called history. The Book of Mormon tells of a Jewish migration, which was commanded by God, in 
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For instance in the OT: for years it was presumed that a 
king called Sargon never existed as the only reference to 
him was in Isaiah 20v1. Now you can see a picture of him 
(Sargon II) on a stone relief in the British Museum. (Also 
the Iraq Museum there is the Sargon Inscription on a prism 
in which describes the fall and repopulating of Samaria 
which is recorded in 2 Kings 17.); 
 Or in 2 Kings chapters18 and 19 we find the 
unstoppable Assyrian King Sennacherib (Sargon II’s son) 
attacking Judah, and threatening Jerusalem in the days of 
King Hezekiah. Then the LORD delivers Jerusalem in 
answer to Hezekiah’s prayer. The Taylor Prism, 691 BC, 
discovered at Nineveh in 1830, records the first eight 
campaigns of Sennacherib. It contains his version of these 
events including the tribute paid by Hezekiah and tellingly 
says he besieged Jerusalem but omits any mention of the 
outcome. 
 
Then turning to the NT: in Acts 17v6 and 8 Luke calls the 
city officials at Thessalonica ‘politarchs’ (‘city officials’ in 
the NIV). This term was missing from Greek literature and 
so was questioned. But in 1835 the title ‘politarch’ was 
found on a 2nd century inscription on a Roman Gateway in 
Thessalonica. 
 Prior to 1961 there were no ancient inscriptions of 
Pontius Pilate. Then a Roman inscription was discovered 
in Caesarea, Israel. Caesarea was the Roman capital of 
Palestine. The inscription read “Pontius Pilate, Prefect of 
Judea, has presented the Tiberium [temple] to the 
Caesarians.” (This is not in the British Museum, it is in the 
Israel Museum, in Jerusalem.) 

 
Honestly: people’s faults, David, Peter, etc; gospel records (2 
Peter 1v16) with their different complementary perspectives, e.g. 
resurrection accounts (women who went to the tomb, number of 
angels there, etc.). 
 
Prophecy: Fulfilled predictions (prophecies). E.g. see Appendix. 
 
Personally (speaks to you): An old lady once said, “I don’t just 
read my Bible, it reads me!” 
 
Preservation (of text): 

 

                                                                                                                             
600 BC from Jerusalem to South America, before the Babylonian Captivity. These Jews were led by 
Lehi and his son Nephi and became the Nephites and Lamanites. The Nephites recorded prophecies 
about the coming of Christ and after His resurrection Christ visited them. The Nephites were destroyed 
by the Lamanites. Before they were killed in this battle. Mormon, the compiler of the divinely revealed 
Book of Mormon, and his son Moroni took the golden plates on which the “revelation” was recorded and 
buried them in New York. These plates were uncovered 1,400 years later by Joseph Smith along with a 
gigantic pair of spectacles which he called "the Urim and Thummim." He used them for translating the 
hieroglyphics on the plates. 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/search_the_collection_database/search_object_details.aspx?objectid=366984&partid=1&output=Places%2F!!%2FOR%2F!!%2F33697%2F!%2F33697-3-1%2F!%2FExcavated%2FFindspot+Palace+of+Sargon+II%2F!%2F%2F!!%2F%2F!!!%2F&orig=%2Fresearch%2Fsearch_the_collection_database%2Fadvanced_search.aspx&currentPage=1&numpages=10
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=295077&partId=1&searchText=taylor%20prism
http://www.holylandphotos.org/browse.asp?s=1,4,13,31,283,285&img=GNMTTHCT22
http://www.bible-history.com/archaeology/israel/pilate-inscription.html
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OT: The copiers of the OT (the Masoretes) took meticulous 
care over copying the Word of the Lord. E.g. they counted 
the number of letters in each line and the middle word of 
each book (scroll) and it is said they had to tear it up and 
start again if mistakes were found! For instance the oldest 
copy of Isaiah was from about 980 AD. However if you visit 
the Shrine of the Book in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem 
you can view an almost complete copy of Isaiah that was 
found in the Dead Sea Scrolls, form the first Century. The 
accuracy of the copying is shown by the text is 95% identical 
and the remaining 5% differences are mostly obvious slips or 
spelling variations. 
 
NT: 95% same in the many copies, the differences are nearly 
all minor slips (such as word order or name spellings) and 
none of these affect any Christian beliefs or behavior. 
 We cannot see the perfect original but we have a very 
trustworthy text like a bridge just under water that can still be 
used. 
 

Savingly (Luke 24v44–48; 2 Tim 3v15–17). 
 
Sublimely (contents sublime e.g. Gen. 1–3; Ps. 23; Luke 
chapters 1-2, 15 & 22-24, etc.). 
Signs (miracles recorded e.g. the plagues and crossing of the 
Red Sea, Ex. 7-14; Jesus’ resurrection, Luke 24. compare 1 
Cor. 15v1-20, etc.). 
 

A gospel link: believe the story of the Bible: creation, corruption, 
Christ and consummation. 
 

ii. Taste and see (testimony of the Holy Spirit), with built in gospel 
link 

Read the Bible and hear its message (read Mark, Luke or John; 
read a good explanation of the Christian message e.g. Two 
Ways to Live; come to church services and an enquirers’ 
course; ask Christian’s questions). Then (those whom the Spirit 
inwardly teaches by giving proper taste buds) taste that 
Scripture has flowed to us from the very mouth of God by the 
ministry of men, bringing its life-changing message of salvation 
through faith in Christ. This is Scripture exhibiting self-
authenticating evidence for its own truth, as sweet honey and 
bitter lemons do of their flavor (self-evidently). “How sweet are 
your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Ps. 
119v103). And if the Bible is tasteless to you, then you must be 
lacking taste buds.6 
 

                                            
6 Calvin, Institutes, 1.7.1, 2, 4, 5, 1.8.1–2, cf. Randy Booth, “Of Taste Buds: Calvin’s Apologetic”; 

Plantinga, Warranted Christian Belief, 259–63. This is not the same as the Mormon’s believing despite 
its false message and no historical evidence (see footnote 5 above), but the Spirit’s enabling us to 
receive the Bible’s truth and message (which also has historical evidences). 

http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah
http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl/
http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl/
http://www.cmfnow.com/articles/pa401.htm
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/plantinga/warrant3.vi.iii.iv.html
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iii. Impossibility of the contrary position 

The Word of the Lord and Lord of the Word testify to each other 
(John 5v39–40), since there is no higher authority than the Lord 
speaking to us (he cannot swear outside of himself, Heb. 6v13). 
You have your own authority too, but where does that lead to? 
Without the Bible’s being God’s Word, we are completely lost at 
sea. Scripture presents itself as being the only light by which the 
truth about facts and their relations can be discovered. The Bible 
is the spectacles we need so that we can see what this world 
and life are about.7 
 
A gospel link: Then lead them to the only Rock our Savior whom 
the Bible declares (Ps. 18v2; 40v2; Matt. 7v24–27). 

 

6) Suggestions on taking apologetics to people 

 

Remember talking about apologetics is not doing apologetics. 

So why not do at least one of the following suggestions in your 

preaching, teaching, youth work, personal witness, etc? 

 

1) Use all the aspects of apologetics Defending & Commending 

Christian belief & don’t forget Demolishing unbelief  

2) Use the Rock & Rescuer tool & the Show their rock is not like our 

rock (Lord & Saviour) tool – try with morals 

3) Spiral out in evidences (and proofs) 

4) Include apologetics songs in worship  

 Pick songs about the Lord & Saviour that show our need  

5) Find out and use answers to objections: 

 Do a series on key objections – e.g. one a month + Q&A 

 Raise and answer questions as a natural part of your 

teaching e.g. God and morals, the reliability of the gospels 

when using a Gospel; Can do in a dialogue 

6) Most of all pray and speak the truth that is in Jesus, in love – use 

the Sword of the Spirit, and so let the Spirit use you  

                                            
7 Cf. Calvin’s Institutes 1.5.14 and 1.6.1. 
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Appendix :Showing the Bible is God’s Word (see) 
by predictions about Christ and their fulfillment 

Eight predictions from Isaiah 53 about Christ 

Isa. 53 Prediction Text Fulfillment 

v4a Healings “took up our infirmities and 
carried our sorrows / 
sicknesses”  

Matt. 8v16–17 

v3 Rejected “rejected by men” Matt. 27v22–23 cf. 
Acts 3v13b–15 & 
John 1v11 

v7 Silent when oppressed “oppressed and afflicted yet he 
did not open his mouth” 

Matt. 27v12–14 

v12b Died with transgressors (on 
the cross) 

“poured out his life unto death, 
and was numbered with the 
transgressors” 

Matt. 27v38 

v5a Pierced (on the cross) “pierced for our transgressions” Matt. 27v35a cf. 
Acts 2v23b & John 
19v33–37 

v12b Prayed (on the cross) for his 
persecutors 

“made intercession for the 
transgressors” 

Luke 23v33–34 

v9 Given rich man’s grave / 
tomb 

“assigned a grave … with the 
rich” 

Matt. 27v57–60 

v10 Lives after death “he will see his offspring and 
prolong his days” 

Matt. 28v5–9 

You can use a gospel link of verses Isaiah 53v5–6, “he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, 
have gone astray; each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

 

Eight other Old Testament predictions about Christ’s life, with their 
fulfillment in Matthew 

Event, in the order of Christ’s life OT Prediction (and 
approximate date) 

Fulfillment in 
Matthew 

1) Born in Bethlehem Micah 5v2 (c.700 BC) 2v1 

2) Born of a virgin Isaiah 7v14 (c.700 BC) 1v18–25 

3) Betrayed by a friend Psalm 41v9 (c.1,000 BC) 26v48–50  
cf. John 13v21 

4) Deserted by his disciples Zechariah 13v7 (c.500 BC) 26v56b (cf. 26v31) 

5) Hands and feet pierced on the cross Psalm 22v16 (c.1,000 BC) 27v35a  
cf. Acts 2v23b 

6) Cast lots for his clothes Psalm 22v18 (c.1,000 BC) 27v35 

7) Buried in a rich man’s tomb Isaiah 53v9 (c.700 BC) 27v57–60 

8) Resurrection (back to life) Psalm 16v10 (c.1,000 BC) 28v6–8 cf. Acts 2v31 

 

The probability of eight predictions about Christ’s life being fulfilled  

Someone has calculated that the probability of eight predictions being fulfilled 
in one life is 1x1017 (that is 1 in 100,000,000,000,000). Or this would be like 
covering Texas (which is about three times the size of England) with silver 
dollars (bigger than an English 10p coin) to a depth of 2 feet (about two-thirds 
of a meter), with one coin being marked with a cross being mixed in. Then a 
blindfolded person chooses this coin first!8 Yet over 60 events in Christ’s life 
are predicted by about 330 Old Testament prophecies. 

                                            
8 Bill Wilson (compiler) The Best of Josh McDowell: A Ready Defense (Thomas Nelson Publishers: 

Nashville, 1993), 213. 


