
The problem of suffering – an answer 
 

A barber once asked me, “What do I do?” and I replied, “I’m a Baptist 
minister.”  Immediately he responded with “There’s so much suffering in this 
world with the wars, famines and so on – so I can’t believe in God.”  I wonder 
if you have thought the same and this cry of the heart can be very personal – I 
have a friend whose young nephew tragically died in the family’s paddling 
pool.  What is the answer? 
 
Consider this: you have broken you leg and are lying in the street in terrible 
pain.  I then come to you and explain that you have broken your femur, this is 
pressing on your nerve and sending a signal to your brain, which shouts out 
“you are in agony!”  What would you think of my answer?  Not much, I’m sure.  
What you want is for me to take you to hospital so you can be made better – 
you need a solution to your suffering rather than an explanation of it.  And this 
is just what Jesus Christ offers about suffering. 
 
The explanation God gives about evil and suffering is that God made this 
world good and we have mucked it up (Gen 1-3).  This is in God’s plan (Eph 
1v11) and God has a good reason for all that happens, for the judge of the 
earth always does what is right (Gen 18v25).  God is good, the world is bad 
and God has a good reason for this (though he doesn’t do or approve of any 
evil).  So suffering does not say “God is not here” but the difficulty is we don’t 
really know why God allows it (Dt 29v29).  You might reply “well that’s not 
much of an explanation!” but, remember the broken leg story – Jesus Christ 
offers the solution we need rather than the full explanation we might like to 
have. 
 
This solution is that Jesus sympathises with those who suffer (Jn 11v32-46) 
and he himself has suffered to overcome all evil (Is 53v3 & 1 Jn 3v8).  He 
wept with those who wept at the death of their brother.  He suffered terribly by 
being rejected, tortured and crucified.  Yet this suffering was to overcome evil, 
for on his innocent shoulders he bore the wrongdoing of people like you and 
me.  So for those who trust only in him and follow him, there is peace with 
God, heaven to come and the promise of a new perfect world.  This is not just 
pie in the sky when you die, but also cake on your plate while you wait! 
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