CHURCH FOR COLEY
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ONE thousand homes, hun-

dreds of children and mo
religious centre. Until very
recently that was the planned
outlook for Coley Park — the
estate, from which each Sunday,
for the last five years cars have
taken children to Sunday school.
For where children are con-
cerned, Coley Park is an island,
cut off by the fast-flowing traffic
on Berkeley Avenue,

On the other side of this torrent,
!but further away still, is Carey
i Baptist Church, from where, each
summer since 1956, visitors have
called on homes in the area to take
' the Gospel.

In 1960, Carey extended their
work into Coley Park and members
provided cars to take the children
fto Sunday school. Up to 70 each
week now go, while another church
near Carey works similarly.

Private development plans
accentuated the problem which was

-~

aggravated by protracted negotia-
tions for a site for the church so
obviously needed. Now a tender
has been accepted for an all-purpose
range of buildings, including a main
hall to seat 200 and a smaller room
to seat up to 50.

It is expected that the cost will
be some £18,000 which, the pastor,
the Rev. Harold G. Owen, points
out, will have to be met by mem-
bers and friends of Carey. The
Coley Park Free Church will be
the only centre of Christian
witness and activity in a compact
area.

Already £8,000 has been raised|
and it is hoped to open the building |’

free of debt.

Spurred on already by the
wonderful site they have secured
and the support they are receiving
from Coley families, Carey recall
Paul’s promise to the Philippians:

“ But my God shall supply all your |,

need according to his riches in
glory by Christ Jesus,”
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Urging people to play an
active part in the life of their
church, Coun. J. C. G. Butcher
laid the foundation stome of
the Coley Park Free Church,
Wensley Road. on Saturday.
The brief service of dedication

was led by the Rev. Harold
G. Owen. of Carev Baptist
Church.,

The members of Carey were
grateful for the opportunity
to build on the estate. Even
before the Dbuilding was
finished. a church already
existed at Coley Park and it
was meeting each week in a
private home, 178 St. Saviour's
Road.

The dedication itself was
spoken by the Rev. Graham
Butler. who has been ap-
pointed minister of the new
Free Church.




