.| Baptist Church.

CHURCH

and dedicated on

Avenue,
The church, which seats 200.

|was filled to capacity, and there
({were overflow assemblies in the

ante-rooms and in the car park.

.\to which the proceedings were
. relayed by loudspeakers.

The ceremony began outside
the church with a short service
conducted by the Rev. Harold

Owen, Pastor of Carey
Baptist Church. Then the official
opening of the church was per-
formed by Mr. C. L. Owen, the
senior deacon of Carey Church,
who was the church secretary at
the time the plans for the new

_1Coley church was first prepared.

At the indoor service, the de-

3 velopment story of the new

church was reviewed by Mr, L.
C. Luckett, secretary of Carey
He said that
Reading  Corporation  started
building the Coley Park estate
in 1958 and Carey and Hosier
Street Chapel were asked by the
Reading and  District Free
Church  Council  to accept
responsibility for the estate.

As the families moved into
'their new homes an increasing
number of children wished to
attend Sunday School. To over-
come the road hazards presented

by the busy Berkeley Avenue

and Castle Hill, Carey Church
members began a car ferry ser-
vice and Hosier Street Chapel
operated a coach to transport
the children to and from Sunday
School.

In January. 1961, the church
work on the estate was reviewed
and it was decided the erection
of a church on the estate was
essential.

At first the corporation de-
clined to allocate a site, but
eventually in October, 1962, they
agreed to sell a site for a free
church to be built,

Accepting  responsibility for
the establishment of the new
church, Carey Baptist Church set
about raising the £18,000 re-
quired. So far they have raised
£15,400.

READING’S NEWEST

OPENED

EADING'S newest church was officially opened

Saturday and there were

- several hundred people present for the ceremony. It
is the Coley Park Free Church in Wensley Road, on
a big new housing estate—just south of Berkeley

Last  September. the Rev.!
Graham Butler was ordained and
appointed minister of the new
church and in the past months,
while the church was being built. |
services were held in private
homes.

Mr. H. C. Thorner. president
of Berkshire Baptist Association.
welcomed the opening of the new
church. He said it was a new
centre for extending the reach
of the Christian church into a
newly developed area.

Thanks to all the people who
had helped in planning and
building the church were ex-
pressed by the Rev. H. G. Owen.

The proceedings closed with!.
a  message from the new
minister. the Rev. G. Butler,

THE OPEN-AIR SERVICE before the dedication of the

new church.
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